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Honorees Announced for the 12th Annual 
Mary Ruth Weir Memorial Dinner 
GFADP (Georgians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty) have 
announced that the 12th Annual Mary Ruth Weir Memorial 
Dinner will be held Tuesday, September 17th at 6pm at the 
Central Presbyterian Church in Atlanta.  To register, go to 
www.gfadp.org 

The 2019 Mary Ruth Weir Human Rights Award recipient is the 
Federal Defender, Capital Habeas Unit. The CHU represents 
people on death row who cannot afford counsel before the 
United States District Court, Northern District of Georgia, the 
Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United States 
Supreme Court. The team vigorously defends individuals 
accused of a variety of federal offenses. The Capital Habeas Unit 
is committed to ensuring that the right to counsel, which is 
guaranteed by the Sixth Amendment, is enforced on behalf of 
individuals who cannot afford counsel.   

This year's Martina Correia Courage Award recipient is Dave 
Atwood. Mr. Atwood is the founder and first President of the 
Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty.  Currently he is 
Director of the Texas Catholic Campaign to End the Death 
Penalty. He is the author of Detour to Death Row, a memoir of 
his decision to leave his engineering job to devote himself full-
time to anti death-penalty and justice work.  

For the past 40 years the Presbyterian General Assemblies have 
been concerned for the issue of capital punishment and issued 
numerous statements citing the Church's continued opposition 
to the death penalty.    
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Calendar Items 

Saturdays - August 3, 10 and 
Sunday,  September 8 - Join FAMA 
and the Interfaith Community for 
the Atlanta Habitat Interfaith Build 
- to sign up, go to 
faithallianceofmetroatlanta.org 

Sunday, August 4 Compassionate 
Atlanta, Refugee Women's 
Network, Clarkston Community 
Center Welcomes all to a 
"Welcoming Community 
Gathering" , 3 pm - 5 pm at the 
Clarkston Community Center, 
33701 College Avenue, Clarkston, 
GA.   Contemplative crafting - with 
Ellen Gadberry all are welcome, 
especially people with special 
needs and their family members. 

Tuesday, August 6 - Hiroshima 
Remembrance Day  

Saturday, August 10 - 
Peacemaking Partnership 
Meeting, 10 a.m. at North Decatur 
Presbyterian Church 

Tuesday, September 17 - 12th 
Annual Mary Ruth Weir Memorial 
Dinner (see separate article) 
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Presbyterians going to Baltimore this week! 

As the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) prepares to open Big Tent 
this week in Baltimore, the Reverend Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly has become one of the 
latest to defend the city following criticism from the Trump 
Administration. 

Rev. Nelson has described Baltimore as a city rich in history and 
filled with good, hard-working people.  Last year, the Office of 
the General Assembly launched its Hands and Feet initiative in 
Baltimore, working closely with the Presbytery of Baltimore and 
The Center, a nonprofit organization working to equip churches 
and individuals to work in their neighborhoods. 

Immigrant and Refugee Support Event  

Faith in Public Life Georgia invites you to gather with local 
partners in the Sanctuary Coalition on September 14, 5- 7 p.m. 
at St Bede's Episcopal Church, 2601 Henderson Mill Rd, Atlanta 
to learn how you can put feet to your faith and stand in 
solidarity with our immigrant neighbors. We will talk through 
the most current messaging and map out specific ways you can 
play an active role in advocating with immigrant and refugee 
communities.   Rsvp  

http://fpl.actionkit.com/sign/ga-resist-dehumanizing-immigrants/ 

AMIS Welcome Reception on September 21 

The Atlanta Ministry with International Students will hold their 
annual Welcome Reception for students and volunteers on 
Saturday, September 21 at Spelman College, 2-4 pm, special 
entertainment by the Morehouse Glee Club.   No charge - to 
register, go to www.amis-inc.org 

Peace and Global Mission Offering October 6 

Each congregation is encouraged to receive the Peace and 
Global Mission Special offering on World Communion Sunday 
October 6. In our world and community the Peace and Global 
Witness Offering is a tangible way to embrace the Church’s 
reconciling mission to those around the corner and around the 
world. 
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Webinar on 
Preventing Gun 
Violence - August 13, 
12 noon   

This webinar is intended for 
people of faith who want to 
engage their congregation in 
conversations and action to 
prevent gun violence. Rev. 
Deanna Hollas,  newly ordained 
Gun Violence Prevention 
Ministries Coordinator with 
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship 
will share examples of faith 
communities who are taking 
these steps together and some 
ideas about how to do this in 
your community. Participants will 
be invited to ask questions and to 
participate in a follow-up meeting 
in a month to share how this is 
going in your community and 
support each other.  Contact 
Karen Turney kt2654@gmail.com 
and I will send you the link to 
register.   

Report from Chaplains Council 

For several years the 
Peacemaking Partnership has 
given donations to help support 
the PC(USA) Caring for 
Chaplains Council.  Partnership 
member Bill Nisbet reports that 
the Council has made plans to 
host two retreats for Federal 
Chaplains (military, VA and 
prisons). The East Coast retreat 
in Montreat begins August 5. 
The West Coast retreat was 
attended by 9 actively serving 
chaplains and their families
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